
Will the broadcast flag interfere with consumers ability to make copies of
DTV content for their personal use, either on personal video recorders or
removable media?
I am a PVR (TiVo) user and this mandate DIRECTLY affects my abilities to
time-shift and archive digital transmissions that I pay to receive.  This
rule would disallow use of digital recording devices to record programs to
DVD.  The ability for broadcasters to insert a flag into programming that
will prevent me from using a time-shifting device to watch their program
seems to me to be nothing but an obstruction to consumers' interests.

Would the digital flag interfere with consumers ability to send DTV content
across networks, such as home digital networks connecting digital set top
boxes, digital recorders, digital servers and digital display devices?
The ability to send shows from one room to another digitally is the holy
grail of the home theater afficionado. To stop this ability when
technology is just reaching point at which this may be possible is wrong.

Would the broadcast flag requirement limit consumers ability to use their
existing electronic equipment (equipment not built to look for the flag) or
make it difficult to use older components with new equipment that is
compliant with the broadcast flag standard?
Incompatibility with current technology is a problem that affects
developers and consumers alike.  Why would anyone buy a crippled HDTV when
older TV's do what they want?  This measure will harm the progress of
technology.

Would a broadcast flag requirement limit the development of future
equipment providing consumers with new options?
Yes, future development is ALREADY hindered by measures such as these.
TiVo, for instance, is leary of putting the ability to network their
devices into their hardware, not because it's unfeasable, but for fear of
legal action by the proponents of mandates such as this one.

What will be the cost impact, if any, that a broadcast flag requirement
would have on consumer electronics equipment?
Any added hardware will increase cost, that's obvious.

Other Comments:
Digital rights management seems to me to not much different from the rights
consumers had with analog media.  Why should legitimate activities such as
archiving to DVD be any more difficult to do than recording a show to a VHS
tape?  The movie industry fought the VCR for years before it was ruled that
consumers have the right to fair use.  Why is it that when the medium
changes, the content providers suddenly feel that the rules of the game get
to change?


